


PLANT HEALTH

PLANT HEALTH
 Promote joint research projects 
 Capacity building and linking specialists and projects for 

proactive research on invasive pests and diseases
 Promote knowledge sharing on pests/diseases of tri-lateral 

interest through several means  
 Carry out outreach activities with other countries and 

regions in LAC 

PLANT HEALTH TASK FORCE & FOCUS

Dr. José Isabel López-Arroyo 
• Instituto Nacional de Invesgitacionces Forestales Agricola y 

Pecuarias (INIFAP)
Dr. Della Johnston (Chair)
• Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada (AAFC)
Dr. Tim Widmer
• United States Department of Agriculture – Agricultural 

Research Service (USDA-ARS)
Dr. Audia Barnett
• Executive Secretary, PROCINORTE, IICA



PLANT HEALTH TASK FORCE
• Plant Health Task Force (PHTF) was formed in 2011

• Harmonize protocols  and share knowledge for insect identification 

• 1st meeting and workshop in Vineland, NJ., 2013
• focused on Brown Marmorated Stink Bug (BMSB) and parasitoids

• 2014 Workshop in Washington, DC 
• DNA barcoding of insects; tour of USDA-ARS insect collections at 

the Smithsonian

• 2015 Workshop in Monticello, Mexico
• Molecular Insect Taxonomy

• 2016 Workshop in Ottawa, ON, Canada
• Pests & Diseases of Solanaceans in North America:  Trilateral 

approaches for their management

• 2017 Workshop in Beltsville, MD
• Working Beyond Boundaries to Secure Plant Health and 

Productivity



PLANT HEALTH TASK FORCE 
WORKSHOP 2018

Mérida, Mexico



Workshop activities
• Over 80 attendees from Mexico, Canada, USA

• Including ~20 students from local Mexican 
universities

• Networking opportunities and collaborations
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• Subject: Vector-borne viruses affecting crops in North 
America
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Workshop activities
• Over 80 attendees from Mexico, Canada, USA

• Including ~20 students from local Mexican universities
• Networking opportunities and collaborations

• Subject: Vector-borne viruses affecting crops in North America
• 17 total presentations

• Field trip to Comité Estatal de Sanidad Vegetal de 
Yucatán (Yucatán State Plant Health Committee) 
Laboratory



PLANT HEALTH TASK FORCE

• Relevance
• Insect pests, plant pathogens and associated toxins with potential 

to become invasive are a primary concern for each of the 3 
countries 

• Effectiveness
• Researchers in each of the 3 countries provide expertise in 

identification of native and invasive pests, plant pathogens and 
associated toxins

• Impact
• Researchers collaborate and share information on native biological 

control agents (predators, parasitoids and entomopathogens) for 
control of invasive pests to other member countries



• INIFAP National Project Lead for Plant Health will host a 
2 ½  day workshop in Canada (location TBD) in fall 2019

• Workshop will focus on:
• Priority issues from previous meetings but with a systems 

approach to plant health. 

PLANT HEALTH TASK FORCE WORKPLAN AND
BUDGET REQUEST 2019



PLANT HEALTH TASK FORCE WORKPLAN AND BUDGET
REQUEST 2019

• Outcomes
• Knowledge transfer leading to harmonization of taxonomic 

methods in Canada, Mexico and U.S.A.
• Tri-lateral collaboration and coordination of research  in the 

area of insect pests and insect vectored diseases
• Developing and enhancing networks of entomologists, 

pathologists and chemists  in the three countries

• Budget requested - $15,000 
• To support travel of  4-5 scientists to workshop 
• Deliver Workshop
• Sponsor participation at NAPPO 2019 (TBD, Canada)
• Sponsor participation at Entomology Society meeting 2019 

(TBD)



THANK YOU!!
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