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Industry Overview

• Total industry output: $196 B

• Farmgate value (plants): $16.76 B

• Growing operations – 23,221 (USDA-2014)

• Hort crops produced in all 50 states
• CA, FL, TX largest

• US Trends:
• Size

• Specialization

• Market channels

• Consumer spending
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Source: Assn of Int’l Horticultural Producers6/25/2017
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US and International Plant Trade

• All Plant Imports (2015): € 1,555,086,000
• ~36% growth over 2008

• Unrooted slips and cuttings nearly doubled 
2015 vs. 2008

• Orchid plants more than doubled

• Other categories modest changes

• All Plant Exports (2015): € 349,418,000
• 25% growth over 2008

• Growth in some categories, e.g. fruit trees

6/25/2017

7



Why Trade?

• New Variety exchange

• Young plants

• Finished plants
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Horticulture, Trade, and Plant 
Pests:

Victim or Vector?
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• US historic approach for “plants for 
planting” – generally permissive

• Animals vs. plants, knowns vs. 
unknowns

• Some shift over past 5 years, e.g. Not 
Authorized Pending Pest Risk Analysis 
(NAPPRA)
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Horticulture and 
Risk-Based Sampling:

Threat, or Opportunity?
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RBS Reflections

• Inspection, regardless of limitations, is still 
primary line of phytosanitary defense

• Better targeting of limited resources is in 
our shared interest

• The devil was in the data collection, 
implementation details

• Deep concern regarding delays, 
maintaining cold chain, quality loss, 
product loss

• USDA-APHIS ultimately adjusted approach
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Reflections…

• US in process of of implementing “single 
window” for trade 

• USDA’s historic paradigm: country/taxa

• Customs and Border protection: shipper

• Integration may enable better deployment 
of inspection resources and efficient 
clearance for reliable shippers
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Risk Mitigation at Origin
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• Over one billion 
unrooted cuttings 
imported into US 
each year

• Critical element of 
supply chain

• Generally low risk

• Logistics 
challenges for 
APHIS, industry
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Pilot Offshore Cert Program

• 4 leading producers, 6 countries

• Facilities must meet or exceed minimum 
standards for facility design, production, 
sanitation, traceability

• If pilot is successful, cuttings entering 
under program would be inspected at lower 
rate, expediting trade and “leveling the 
workload peaks”
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For the trade, it’s all about…
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